November 13, 2011

“Loving Things and Using People”
( Luke 16: 1-8, 13)
The apostle Paul said that the love of _____________ is the root of all evil.

It is our ________________ toward money that renders it either good or bad.

The value we attach to money may determine our attitude toward _______________ to the building of God’s kingdom in the _________ of others.

In considering our level of financial commitment to God and in reading this story, we need to decide if we are the ___________ man or the _______________ steward.

1. Loving _____________ and Using _______________.
One man owes the man in our story 100 measures of _________. 
Today, that debt would about $___________.

Another man owed him the equivalent of ___________ bushels of wheat. Well over $_____________ in today’s money!

The story seems to suggest that this rich man is not a ___________ to his wealth.

The rich man is not as concerned with his possessions as he is with his ___________________ to the steward whom he trusted.

The rich man dismisses the steward, not because he is no longer useful but because he can no longer be _______________.

This rich man loves ______________ and uses ______________.

(over)

2. Loving ______________ and Using ______________.
According to the Greek, the word “Steward” meant one who handled the _______________ or administered the affairs of another.

The word used to describe what the steward did with his employer’s money, is that he squandered it, which literally means that he _________________ it.

The qualities that characterize this man:

1- He is _________________.

2- He is also _____________.

3- He is also __________________.

4- He is also a __________________.

This steward loves ____________ and uses _______________.

The steward sees the world through only utilitarian lenses; people and things are viewed only in terms of their _________________ to him.

This parable is meant to challenge the way we think about our _______________, our ___________, and our __________.

This story reminds us that we don’t have to be rich on order to make money our ______________.

What is your attitude toward the material?

What is your attitude toward people?

May God help us in discerning what our attitude toward money and people might be!

