October 30, 2011

“Moving By Faith”
(Joshua  3: 1-17)
Transitional moments come with ________________ up.
Transitional moments impact a ___________________.

In this narrative, the phrase “crossing over” is used

 how many times? ___________

The children of Israel had been preparing for this arrival for how long?

________________

This “crossing over” required a new ___________ experience in order to occupy this new land God had in store for them.

Their experiences will help us as we face the transitions in our lives:

1. ______________ The Lord  (v.3)
Until this time, during their time in the wilderness, the Hebrews followed a ___________ by day and a pillar of ___________ by night.

The _________ of the Covenant takes the place of the daily cloud and nightly fire.

The Ark symbolized God’s ________________ and _____________!

If we are to move confidently into new situations, we need to keep our eyes fixed on ____________!
2. ______________ Yourselves  (v.5)
Then and now, God calls His people to ________________, purity, and __________________.

For the Israelites on the edge of the Jordan, this meant ______________ themselves with water and practicing the ceremonial rites that would make them ___________.

(over)

For us today, it means we should come afresh to be ______________ by the precious blood of Jesus that washes away all sin, and even the “___________” toward sin!

Purification gets our soul in a position to be _______ by God.

3. _____________ From God  (v.9)
So often in our excitement we fail to _________ down and hear from God.

We live in a fast-paced, hurry-up world. If the devil can keep us __________ and hurried, half his battle is won.

We need to slow down and ___________ in to God!
4. Move Ahead in ___________  (v. 13)
The Hebrews were ready to transition into the Promised Land. There was one minor problem: The Jordan River was at ____________ stage.

God commanded Joshua to organize the people into a _____________ line behind the Ark and march directly toward the raging waters.

Only when the people in front actually ______________ into the water did God perform the miracle.

*Transforming faith happens only in the context of _______________!

5. Know that God Keeps His ________________  (v.16-17)
*God never performs a miracle without a _____________!

This miracle set the stage for the Israelites to take _________________ of the Promised Land.

The transitions of life cannot hide our __________ from God.
The transitions of life cannot change the _____________ of God.
The transitions of life cannot destroy the __________ of God!

Let’s be at our best in building a strong faith for ourselves, for our families, for our church!
How’s your faith today?
